
Comments in Response to Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
MB Docket No. 04-233

I submit the following comments in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (the
-NPRM-), released Jan. 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233.

Any new FCC rules, policies or procedures must not violate First Amendment rights. A number of
proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would do so - and must not be adopted.

(1) The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from
people who do not share their values. The NPRM's proposed advisory board proposals would impose such
unconstitutional mandates. Religious broadcasters who resist advice from those who don't share their
values could face !ncreased harassment. complaints and even loss of license for choosing to follow their own
consciences, rather than allowing incompatible viewpoints to shape their programming. The First
Amendment prohibits government, including the FCC, from dictating what viewpoints a broadcaster,
particularly a religious broadcaster, must present.

(2) The FCC must not turn every radio station into a public forum where anyone and everyone has
rights to air timt:-. ?roposed public access requirements would do so - even if a religious broadcaster
conscientiously objects to the message. The First Amendment forbids imposition of message delivery
mandates on any religion.

(3) The FCC must not force revelation of specific editorial decision-making information. Th~ choice
of programming, especially religious programming, is not properly dictated by any government agency - and
proposals to force reporting on such things as who produced what programs would intrude on
constitutionally-protectdd editorial choices.

(4) The FCC must not establish a two-tiered renewal system in which certain licensees would be
automatically barred from routine renewal application processing. The proposed mandatory special renewal
review of certai:1 classes of applicants by the Commissioners themselves would amount to coercion of
religious broadcasters. Those who stay true to their consciences and present only the messages they
correspond t., their beliefs could face long, expensive and potentially ruinous renewal proceedings.

(5) Many Christian broadcasters operate on tight budgets, as do many smaller market secular
stations. Keeping the electricity flowing is often a challenge. Yet, the Commission proposes to further
squeeze niche and smaller market broadcasters, by substantially raising costs in two ways; (a) by requiring
staff presence whenever a station is on the air and, (b) by further restricting main studio location choices.
Raising costs with these proposals would force service cutbacks - and curtail'ed service is contrary to the
public interest.

We urge the FCC not to adopt rules, procedures or policies discussed above.
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FCC PROPOSALS COULD SILENCE CHRISTIAN RADIO STATIQN.S!
Tell the FCC to keep FREE SPEECH FRitE and not to tamper

with Christian and religious programming!

The FCC is considering rule changes that could force Christian radio stations to either modify their

messages or be forced from the air.

Although not directed specifically at those using the airwaves to disseminate the Good News of the Gospel,

potential rule changes could put Christian Broadcasters in an untenable position. If enacted, the proposals

could force Christian radio programmers to either compromise their messages by including input from those

who don't share the same values, or to run the risk of cosUy, long and potentially ruinous government

inquiries.

PROPOSAL: Specifically, the FCC is considering a proposal that would force every radio station to take

programming advice from community advisory boards broadly representative of an area's population. That

means that Christian broadcast stations could be forced to take programming advice from peopb whose

values are at odds with the Gospel! A well organized group of atheists, abortionists or,~ :r;ular humanists

could demand representation - and have standing to cause trouble at the FCC if they were turned away.

RESULT: Any Christian Broadcaster who stands up to the pressure and refuses to compromise on ~atters

at conscience, could find his or her station' s license renewal tied 'up fo(many years as th~,FCC considers

complaints and allegations over nothing more than the station's chosen broadcast-meS6ag~

PROPOSAl: Among the proposed new regulations are requirements that stations report, every three

months, how much programming of various types has been broadcast, who produced it, and how it reflects

the interests of a cross-section of local residents - even those who do not share Gospel values.

RESULT: If enacted, such requirements will give Christian Radio's opponents powerful new tools to harass

and possibly silence Gospel inspired voices. Arme'd with these reports, adversaries can fll:. complaints with

the FCC against Christian Broadcasters who refuse to compromise on Gospel principles; any Christian

Station that insists on only pure Gospel programming could be made to pay a high price;for it:F,efusalto

yield airtime 10 those with other messages.

PROPOSAL: One proposed variation would even force stations to grant a certaifl.am&antQt airtime to any

group that requests it - Inuctl like cable television systems make time avaiiable'Oh "public'~l?

channels."
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\ t April 21, 2008

~ft.~'i;/~....~t I'm wri ti ng in regards to the K-Love Radi 0
,(" ~,: Stations notice that the FCC is considering new
''I, .. "1r ~liIlations that will have a major impact on how

:: .,"' K-Love and other Christian stations will operate in
the future - that will have a negative impact on
their ability to share the gospel.

I'm writing to save Christian radio. Christian
radio ministers in a way that inspires, uplifts,
encourages and saves lives.

Please don't change the regulations for Christian
radio that would hinder so many from being reached
with the gospel and the saving Grace of the Lord.

Thank you for your attenti on to my request.

t1ay God Gless,

Deborah Whiteside
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130 W. Lorengo AVE

Norfolk, VA 23503

Dear FCC;
K Love and Air Ont Radio are very important tJ me and having a very positive

impact on:communiti, c< '1 overthis wuntry. For thi, reason, I ur~~ 'uurto please LS!

place anymore regulatl~d ,hen there already are on such prograihJ", " ,
W\lIild the Federal Communications Commission please not even' consider requiring "

community advisory boards, mandating additional staffing or forcing any of Air One and
K Love's translator stations offtheair?;;

Yours, for the Good Lord's.
kind of free speeoh;

Michael Boyd
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